Issue 3: July 2019
Welcome to the third edition of the Well Newcastle Gateshead Newsletter. We hope you like the new look!
We'll be giving you regular updates on Well Newcastle Gateshead, developments in each of our target
communities and projects supported by the Arts Fund. We hope that you find content informative. Do let us know
your comments and suggestions by emailing vanessa@bluestoneconsortium.org.uk
About Well Newcastle Gateshead
Well Newcastle Gateshead is one of the pathfinders of Well North, a Public Health England funded
initiative across ten areas in the North of England to improve the health of the poorest people fastest. The
Well Newcastle Gateshead pathfinder is managed by Blue Stone Consortium, a grouping of over forty
voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations in Gateshead and Newcastle.
The Well Newcastle Gateshead Arts Fund was established in late 2017 to support projects and initiatives
that improve the health and wellbeing of our communities by using engagement in arts and cultural
activities as a catalyst for positive change. We want to explore how we can use local assets and encourage
sustainable relationships between artists, community, voluntary and health organisations to deliver positive
health and wellbeing outcomes.
We are focused on four areas within Newcastle and Gateshead. In Felling and Inner West Newcastle, we
are focusing on working with children aged 2-7 and their families with the aim of improving school
readiness. In Byker and Chopwell, we are working to tackle social isolation, poor mental health and low
self-esteem in adults.
More information can be found at: https://bluestoneconsortium.org.uk/our-work/well-newcastle-gateshead/

Project Updates

Northern Stage

Byker

Company of Others Crackle.Dust
Performance
We attended Company of Others’ final Crackle.Dust
performance at Byker Community Centre on 4 May
2019. It was a fantastic piece, featuring the stories
of over 300 women.
The company want to create an all-female
performance ensemble and taster sessions will take
place at Byker Community Centre this July. If you’d
like to take part, please email
nadia@companyofothers.org.uk

Northern Stage and Commonwealth are looking for
performers for the “I Have Met the Enemy” production,
which will take place at Byker Community Centre in
October. Auditions will be held on 14 and 15 August at
Byker Community Centre and Byker Sands Centre.
For more information, please contact
saliha@commonwealththeatre.co.uk
To book tickets to the event, visit
https://www.northernstage.co.uk/event/i-have-met-theenemy-and-the-enemy-is-us

St. Michael’s Church/Skimstone Arts
St Michael’s Church and Skimstone Arts will be
holding “Menu’s of Life” sessions at St. Michael’s
Café, where participants will create songs and stories
with a view to performing their work at a Celebration
Event on 24 August. There are no age restrictions,
and anyone can take part in the sessions.

Byker Community Association
The Byker Community Association Art Group have
been enjoying their weekly sessions at Byker
Community Centre. Sammy attends every Thursday
and produced the floral sketch below. This is her first
time taking part in an art group and we are very
impressed with the beauty and skill of her work!
One participant said: "I had a lovely time.The tutor
made me feel calm. I drew what was in my head
because I felt safe. I didn't feel judged at all. Thank
you."

Chopwell
Quick Crafters

The Quick Crafters’ Chopwell wall hanging is looking
wonderful. A design has been agreed and the group
have been crafting the individual elements for the
piece.
They are looking for new members to join their
activities, please follow their Facebook group,
https://www.facebook.com/groups/118336448513972
6/ if you’d like to join or if you know someone who will
benefit.

Inner West Newcastle

Digital Voice
Reviving the Heart of the West End/The Empty
Space
Reviving the Heart of the West End and The Empty
Space organised a visit to Northern Edinburgh Arts for
their parent’s group and their children in March 2019.
The group took part in sessions to learn how to
facilitate children’s arts activities, with the support of
the Centre’s management team. This helped them to
gain inspiration for the sessions they will deliver and
insight about the positive impact that their activities will
have in the community.

Digital Voice’s intergenerational group have been
sharing their photos and memories of Chopwell. They
hold a coffee morning at the Pavilion every Tuesday
from 10am to 12pm, where participants can scan their
photographs and share their stories about the village.
Their recollections will feature in an exhibition taking
place in September.

Jam Jar Group

The Jam Jar Group art classes at Chopwell Methodist
Church are going well, and participants have been
learning and practicing drawing techniques. Below is a
sample of their work, featuring some of Chopwell’s
landmarks.

NCVS Inform Magazine
Newcastle Council for Voluntary Service (NCVS) have
published the Summer 2019 edition of their Inform
magazine, featuring Blue Stone Consortium and Well
Newcastle Gateshead.
You can read the online version of the magazine here:
https://www.cvsnewcastle.org.uk/publications-andresources/inform-magazine

Felling
Creativity Works
Creativity Works have been facilitating creative
activities for children across schools and community
venues in Felling.
Children at St. Wilfrids Primary School and Bede
Community Primary School have created lovely
ceramic tiles and swallows, forming part of ceramic
murals outside each school.
Project facilitators at Edberts House have also been
producing story sacks to aid storytelling. The stories
so far include Aladdin, The Three Little Pigs and Jack
and the Beanstalk.

Newcastle Funding Fair
We had an information stall at the Newcastle Funding
Fair in June, where we spoke with a range of
organisations and individuals.
We look forward to learning more about their project
ideas in coming months.

Pride Media Centre Opening

Well Newcastle Gateshead Facebook Page

We were delighted to attend the launch of The Pride
Media Centre in Pelaw, Gateshead in May and to hear
an inspirational speech by Lord Michael Cashman,
who opened the event.

Our Well Newcastle Gateshead Facebook page is up
and running! Please “like” and follow us by visiting
https://www.facebook.com/wellnewcastlegateshead/

The centre will offer venue space, activities and
training to the local community. More details about
their offer can be found at:
https://www.pridemediacentre.co.uk/

We have also launched a “Well Newcastle Gateshead
Projects” Facebook group and have invited funded
projects to join, to enable them to share updates on
their work and developments.

Digital Storytelling Video

The Importance of Investing in Early Years
Interventions
One of our themes is ‘school readiness’ and this graph
perfectly illustrates the significance of supporting
children at this early stage of their lives. (Thanks to
Andy Graham from Gateshead Council for drawing
this graph to our attention).

Our Digital Storytelling instructional video is now
available and can be found at: https://youtu.be/d7hUX0Do8Y
Submission of digital stories will now be a grant
condition for the Arts Fund and will enable projects to
have a lasting record of their impact to generate
greater awareness and help with future funding and
publicity.
We’d like to thank Anton Hecht and Ho-Yin Wong for
the creation of the video and Claire Webster
Saaremets and her project team from Skimstone Arts
for taking part.
Digital Voice have submitted a digital story of their
recent work, and this can also be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1bfWEp6YuXY&t=2s

Embedded Researcher
We are looking for an Embedded Researcher to help
evaluate the impact of our projects, in collaboration
with Newcastle University.
The deadline for the vacancy was 30 June and
shortlisting is underway. We look forward to meeting
shortlisted candidates at interviews in late July.

Radio Tyneside
Radio Tyneside is a community radio station,
providing information and entertainment to the
Tyneside public. Their programming focuses on health
and wellbeing and initiatives to improve this in the
region.
They are always keen to talk to local organisations
and projects, please contact Richard Finch,
richard.finch@radiotyneside.co.uk or 0191 222 0789,
if you want to advertise your organisation’s work.

Best Summer Ever Funding
StreetGames and Newcastle City Council are
providing funding to youth and community
organisations, schools and other providers to deliver
holiday activities for young people over the school
holidays.
This can be an opportunity to obtain match funding for
your project and work with local organisations. For
more information, please email,
bestsummerever@streetgames.org.

City of Dreams, Make Something Brilliant Events
City of Dreams will be holding a range of activities and
events for young people over the summer as part of
their “Make Something Brilliant” programme. For more
information, please visit: bit.ly/MSBsummer

